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Over the past decade, Tempo has interviewed Dean 
Edward Kocher, covering a variety of topics that give our 
readers a deeper understanding of the Mary Pappert 
School of Music. The interview for this year will be the 
final interview with Dean Kocher serving as dean of the 
Mary Pappert School of Music. For this year, we ask him 
to offer some reflections about his work at Duquesne, the 
state of the school today and some thoughts about the 
future.
Dean Kocher, let’s begin with some reflections on 
your work as dean. How did your deanship begin?
My wife Kamie and I first visited Pittsburgh in 2000. 
We were very impressed with the energy and vitality 
of the region, the quality of the music school and the 
beauty of the Duquesne campus. During my interview 
luncheon, Fr. Sean Hogan, C.S.Sp. offered a very tender 
invocation. In that prayer, Father Hogan asked for God’s 
guidance and blessing for me and my family as we make 
important decisions regarding the future. His sincerity 
and earnestness touched my heart and set the tone for 
our relocation and a magical deanship. Fourteen years 
later, I still remember that luncheon with fondness.
What is the state of the Mary Pappert School of 
Music today?
This fall, we enrolled a robust freshman class. Our 
overall enrollment is solid and we have a track record 
of a well-managed budget. We have added timely 
academic programs and eliminated programs that do 
not fit with the future. Our campus outreach has been 
exemplary, as evidenced by the loyal audience that we 
have developed for our Music on the Bluff concert series. 
Collaborations with Campus Ministry have spawned 
venerable community outreach traditions at O Come All 
Ye Faithful, In Memoriam and the Music on the Mount 
chamber music series. Faculty diversity has increased 
markedly, and we have earned lavish external praise 
for the quality of our planning efforts. Our accreditation 
visitors stated “The enthusiasm, high morale and 
commitment of the music faculty is significant and one of 
the greatest strengths of the program.” 
Dean Kocher, many changes have occurred in the 
Mary Pappert School of Music during your tenure as 
dean. From your perspective, which changes stand 
out?
I am honored to have worked together with my wife 
Kamie and faculty colleagues, creating and managing 
friend-raising and fundraising initiatives that have 
had significant impact on the quality of our academic 
programs. The endowment that supports the Jack W. 
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Geltz Distinguished Piano Chair has been a godsend 
for our music school. The creation of the Dr. Thomas 
D. Pappert Center for Performance and Innovation, 
the impressive renovation of the PNC Recital Hall, 
the addition of the Mary Jane Schultz Music Center 
in the Gumberg Library, the construction of the Triano 
Woodwind Suite and a successful effort to raise funds 
for the 68 new Steinway pianos have improved our 
learning environment markedly. The establishment 
of endowments in the names of Pappert, Connelly, 
Shiner, Jordanoff, Lee, Triano and Harth benefit 
students enormously. In addition, generous gifts from 
Mr. and Mrs. Schultz, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Triano, the 
Schrecengost Family, Lorraine Shearer, the Michalski 
Family, Mrs. Monteleone, Mrs. Palmieri, the McCathren 
Family, the Shields Family, Dr. Robert Shankovich, the 
Women’s Advisory Board and support from the Hillman 
Foundation, Heinz Endowments, McCune Foundation, 
Pittsburgh Foundation and the Extra Mile Foundation 
have empowered exceptional student and faculty 
opportunities. We are deeply grateful to our benefactors 
for helping us to make our school a better place for 
teaching, learning and service.
What will you do in the future? You seem to be in 
good health with plenty of energy and stamina.
I look forward to a sabbatical leave to prepare for 
a professional role that will embrace a broad array of 
teaching, scholarly and service responsibilities on behalf 
of Duquesne University. With the recent approval of the 
Bachelor of Music with Elective Studies in Business, 
I am hopeful that my previous experience with that 
degree at DePaul University will position me to provide 
leadership for our new program. I will continue to teach 
some trombone students and chamber music ensembles 
and plan to develop a graduate pedagogy course and 
an analytical course focusing on the development of the 
symphony. As far as health and stamina are concerned, 
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I remain deeply committed to advancing health and 
wellness for musicians and will expand my musician’s 
health outreach activities.
Dean Kocher, how will the University select your 
replacement?
A committee consisting of a dean, four faculty 
members, a student, an alumni representative and a 
community representative have already begun a national 
search. The Mary Pappert School of Music enjoys a 
marvelous reputation across the country, and the school 
and University are in very good shape. We expect a 
strong pool of highly qualified candidates to emerge and 
hope to have the new dean in place on July 1, 2014.
 
Do you have any final thoughts or 
recommendations?
My final interview comments are heartfelt 
commendations and thanks. Throughout my work as 
dean, I have enjoyed the privilege of working with superb 
colleagues, both in the music school and University. 
The support staff in the music school is heaven-sent, 
and I will be sad and a little lonely to lose my day-to-day 
associations with our staff. Together, we have created 
a marvelous spirit of teamwork and cooperation. Since 
our founding in 1878 by the priests and brothers of the 
congregation of the Holy Ghost, Duquesne University 
has built a proud history of academic excellence in the 
Catholic tradition. Our Spiritans are exemplary hosts 
and remind us every day that the motto of Duquesne 
University is “spiritus est qui vivificat,” “it is the SPIRIT 
who gives life.” Harkening back to my original interview in 
2000, I hope that the next dean enjoys the spirit of Father 
Hogan’s graceful prayer for God’s help and guidance as 
he or she makes important decisions regarding the future. 
Fourteen years later, I marvel at how quickly the time has 
passed, and at how much fun it has been serving in this 
role. I close in thanks and gratitude to our faculty, staff, 
students and administration for a wonderful opportunity, 
and I offer my best wishes to the next dean to continue 
our fine tradition of educating the heart, mind and spirit of 
the future generation of professional musicians. 
The Mary Pappert School of Music offers many opportunities for your generosity to make a real difference for the next 
generation of great musicians:
Send checks to:
The Mary Pappert School of Music 
Duquesne University 
600 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15282 
Your donation is tax-deductible.  To learn more about giving, call Mary Frances Dean at 412.396.4980.
Support the School of Music
Dean’s Discretionary Fund
Music Education Fund
Schultz Music Technology Fund
Music Therapy Fund
Organ and Sacred Music Fund
Music Scholarship Fund
Music School Endowment
Sidney and Teresa Harth Violin Scholarship
Joe Negri Scholarship Fund
City Music Center
Joe Negri Scholarship Fund
Joe Negri has distinguished himself as a nationally acclaimed performer, recognized composer, renowned 
actor and respected educator. He has been called the “father” of Duquesne University’s jazz guitar program. As 
the program’s founder and first chair, he began one of the first jazz guitar programs in the United States. The 
establishment of this scholarship continues the legacy he established, providing future jazz guitar students the 
opportunity to refine their skills and lead lives of dedicated and passionate musicianship.
City Music Center
City Music Center is the Community Music division of the Mary Pappert School of Music. Its mission involves 
providing a quality education to any interested student, regardless of his or her ability to pay. Last year, CMC 
provided more than $45,000 in financial aid to deserving families, including several full scholarships to students 
involved in the Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society’s Poco a Poco program. Your donation will help provide even 
more support to young musicians in the Pittsburgh area.
“
”
Father Hogan asked for God’s guidance and blessing for me and 
my family as we make important decisions regarding the future. 
His sincerity and earnestness touched my heart and set the tone 
for our relocation and a magical deanship.
–Dr. Edward Kocher, 
dean of the Mary Pappert School of Music
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